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Glossary for Agri-environment measures and Good Farming Practice

Overgrazing: intensive grazing by livestock that exceeds the environmental carrying capacity of a given piece of land. Poaching (i.e. destruction of the vegetation, soil compaction) can also accompany with. It can lead to impoverishment of the sward, dominance of certain unpalatable species, soil erosion and even a (complete) loss of vegetation.

Undergrazing: damage can also occur when pastures are underused reducing forage quality and yield. Certain invasive plants and scrubs become dominant and widespread decreasing the biodiversity value of the area concerned
Crop rotation: the crops on a certain plot are following other crops according to a predefined plan.

Strip cultivation: planting and tillage operations that are limited to a strip not to exceed one-third of the distance between rows; the area between is left untilled with a protective cover of crop residue on the surface for erosion control.
Row crops: group of crops (potato, sugar beet, maize etc.) where the space between rows is wide enough to permit the operation of machinery.

Monoculture: a pattern of crop production that relies on a single plant variety cultivated on the same plot year by year.

Leguminous plants (vexillary crops): family of (food, forage and cover) crops, such as peas, beans, soybeans, peanuts, clovers, alfalfas, sweet clovers etc. Sometimes referred to as nitrogen-fixing plants, as they can convert nitrogen from the air to build up nitrogen in the soil. Legumes are an important rotation crop because of their nitrogen-fixing property.  

Fertiliser: any organic (manure, green manure, compost, slurry etc.) or inorganic material, either natural or synthetic, used to supply elements (such as nitrogen (N), phosphate (P2O5), and potash (K2O)) essential for plant growth. 
Semi-natural habitat: an area important for its biodiversity/nature conservation values created by human activities (special extensive methods of agriculture) but the status is close to natural 

Farm management records: A collection of data on farming activities (land use, fertiliser use, crop pattern, varieties used, sowing parameters, weed control, pesticide use, harvesting details, etc) 

Pesticides include insecticides, fungicides, rodenticide, herbicides, fumigants, disinfectants, nematicide, or any other chemical labelled to control any living pest.

Pesticide use records: records that are designed to allow the farmer to keep a record of all pesticide applications and used pesticide. 

Isolation distance: Distance between the parcels cultivated by environment friendly (ecological or integrated) farming system and the other parcels or roads

Pest forecasting system: System collecting data on the meteorological parameters and the occurrence of pests (e.g. insect pest traps) in order to optimise pest control activities (risk thresholds, optimal timing, etc)

Environmentally friendly pesticides: Pesticides furnished active substances, which are not or moderately toxic to the environment included human and animal being 

Ecological compensation area: part of the fields where no production, pesticide and fertiliser (set aside) application is going on to reserve refuge for natural enemies and environmentally protected species 

Regular forecast parameters: Parameters like precipitation, temperature, relative humidity, number of sunny hours, wind velocity and direction

Soil amelioration/amendment: Amelioration of the quality parameters (e.g.. soil structure, pH) of the soil by cultivation technique, ameliorating fertiliser, chemical agent etc. 

Green corridor: part of the ecological network, semi natural/natural habitats of linear objects (floodplains, riverbelts, shelterbelts, hedges, grass margins etc.) serve as a corridor for migrating animals

Tanya farming system: special traditional Hungarian farming system, as well as special landscape management, where the farmer lives on the farmstead (tanya) all year long, or only during the agronomic season (from spring till late autumn) and farms the surrounding area basically with small plot, mosaic like, mostly mixed farming with low external inputs and diverse crop pattern. The tanya farms are family size enterprises.

